
Marina Mahler, Founder and President of the Mahler Foundation.Is the granddaughter of composer Gustav 
Mahler and Alma Mahler, and the daughter of sculptor Anna Mahler and conductor Anatole Fistoulari. In 2004 
she founded, with Ernest Fleischmann and the Bamberger Symphoniker, The Mahler Competition for 
Conducting. 
 
The first prize winner of the inaugural competition was Gustavo Dudamel of Simon Bolivar Orchestra and El 
Sistema in Venezuela which led to a career that has gone from strength to strength on the international 
concert stage. Subsequent winners have reflected the prestige of this competition – The wonderful Lahav 
Shani won the 2013 first prize award and the winner of the 2016 Compétition was rising star Kahchun Wong 
from Singapore and this year July 2020, in spite of the threat from COVID 19 and without a public with the 
wonderful Bamberger Symphoniker Orchestra and jury mostly present with three members on Zoom, the 
young Finnegan Downie Dear won with unanimous and happy assent the first prize. 
 
In the 1980s Marina Mahler was the spearhead of an open letter to Presidents Bush and Mitterand and Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher in the Independent newspaper along with Bernard Henri Levi and Gilles Hertzog 
against the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia sitting in the UN signed by over 50 politicians and people in the arts 
and music. 
 
This led to an invitation to be part of the literary Comité de Rédaction of the magazine, La Règle du Jeu, 
founded by Guy Scarpeta and Bernard Henri Levy. Also in the 1980s Marina Mahler initiated the idea, with 
Claudio Abbado and Peter Diamond, and worked for 2 years on what later was known as Mahler, Vienna, and 
the 20th century, a festival at Barbican, London with London Symphony Orchestra. 
 
She worked for a similar period with the city of Klagenfurt to plan a biennial festival for Mahler with 
contemporary music commissions until elections bringing to the office the far-right canceled the project. 
 
She has long been an ardent champion of young artists in the field of music and visual art and in more recent 
times has been an active patron of the arts, first setting up the Anna Mahler Association to give residencies in 
Spoleto, Italy to visual artists practicing in a wide spectrum of disciplines and to encourage young curators, in 
her mother’s old home. 
 
This sparked into life a further entity, Mahler & LeWitt Studios, which increased the scope of the art 
residencies, incorporating the neighboring studio of Sol LeWitt. 
 
Marina Mahler has founded and seeded Mahler Foundation which inspires and embraces ongoing concepts 
and projects in three main fields: Mahler and the 21 Century, encouraging innovation and creativity in the 
arts, Song of the Earth awareness and activity for climate change, and Project Infinitude reaching out to 
children, in all three availing itself maximally of all media possibilities to take Mahler Beyond the usual venues 
and habitats and public! 

 

https://www.bamberger-symphoniker.de/en/the-mahler-competition/the-mahler-competition-2020.html
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