
Vivian Sunnarvik, Cello 
Norwegian cellist was born in Florø, the most western city in Norway. She grew up in a musical home with a 
father who is a bass player. She started to play the cello at 7 years old. The cello was given to her as a birthday 
gift from her parents. Three years later she moved from Oslo to Bergen because her dad got a position as a 
bass player in The Bergen philharmonic Orchestra. At the same time she started to take cello lessons at the 
Bergen community school of music. She also became a member of a children's string orchestra. 
At the age of 12 she started to take private lessons with the Principal solo cellist of the Bergen 
philharmonic Orchestra, the american cellist Sally Guenther a former student of Janos Starker and Harvey 
Shapiro. Later the same year Vivian also auditioned for the regional youth orchestra, HUSO. She got in and 
was asked to sit on the second desk in the cello section with the 18 year olds.  At the time the orchestra was 
rehearsing Sheherazade by Rimsky Koraskov .This was her first experience playing real symphonic music and 
a few months later the orchestra performed it at the 1986 ISME conference in Innsbruck, Austria. 
In 1988 her dad won a position in the Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra and the following year her family moved 
back to Oslo. She also started high school with a music education curriculum and studied cello with Geir Tore 
Larsen,  cellist in the Oslo Philharmonic who also is a previous student of Erling Bløndal Bengtsson. At 16 Vivian 
played in her first masterclass with the famous  Norwegian cellist Truls Mørk.   
The following years she played several times at masterclasses with Mørk. At 19 years old she got into The 
Norwegian Academy of Music and started her further cello studies with the norwegian cellist Aage Kvalbein. 
In 1997 the two cello studios at the Academy went to Sweden to perform at masterclasses with Erling Bløndal 
Bengtsson. After graduating at the Norwegian Academy of Music she began her Masters at the University of 
Michigan with Professor Erling Bløndal Bengtsson.  Vivian enjoyed Michigan so much that after the masters 
degree she stayed another year pursuing the post master degree, Specialist of Music in Performance. Back in 
Norway after graduating from the University of Michigan, she started up directly in a new position as a 
residence musician at the Island Stord at the west coast of Norway. The position included teaching the cello 
and working with a piano trio. 
Hungry for new experiences she went back to Oslo the following year to pursue a career  as an orchestra 
musician. The following years she worked as a freelance musician in most Norwegian orchestras , but 
mostly The Norwegian Radio Orchestra and The Kristiansand Symphony Orchestra whom she also toured to 
China and South America with . After winning a position as a one year substitute co principal cellist in 
Kristiansand, she moved to Kristiansand and stayed with the orchestra for 5 years. In 2008 she moved back to 
Oslo to continue her career as a freelance orchestra and chamber musician . In 2011 she was hired by 
Wermland Opera in Sweden to co principal in the cello section while rehearsing and performing the entire 
Ring cycle by Richard Wagner . She was later asked if she would like to audition for the same position. She 
eventually won after a hard trial where the orchestra tried other candidates. After staying with the orchestra 
for almost two years she moved back to Oslo. By chance she was offered a teaching position in 2013 where 
she next to teaching the cello, also where the conductor of two children's orchestras. In 2014 she founded the 
Toccata piano trio together with her friends violinist Camilla Rognes and pianist Torhild Fimreite. Next to 
freelancing and teaching she also studied music education at the Norwegian Academy of music between 2016-
2018.  
Over the years Vivian has not only performed at numerous recitals as a soloist and chamber musician, but also 
performed at rock festivals and jazz festivals,  and been a part of several studio recordings.    
 


